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of the Covenant—that is, to arbitration or to an inquiry by the
Council. By the time when the Council assembled for its seventy-
sixth session on the 22nd September, 1932, the fighting in the Chaco
had assumed serious proportions, and certain members of the Council
(notably the representatives of Spain and of France) were strongly of
opinion that the fact that the scene of the conflict was in South
America did not absolve the Council from doing everything in its
power to bring the dispute to an end. Other members of the Council
felt, however, that it would be best to leave the settlement of the
dispute in American hands, and the Council decided, as a compromise,
to appoint a committee of three of its members1 to follow the develop-
ment of events and in particular to keep in touch with the efforts of
the Neutral Commission at Washington to find a peaceful solution.
The Council also despatched a telegram to Bolivia and Paraguay
reminding them that they were 'legally and honourably bound' by
their obligations under the Covenant 'not to have recourse to armed
force' for the settlement of their dispute, and urging them to 'put
an immediate stop to military action and preparation' and to accept
the endeavours which were being made to assist them in reaching an
amicable settlement.
The Committee of Three got into touch immediately with the
Neutral Commission at Washington and received an assurance from
the Commission that the support of the League was welcomed and
that any suggestions which the Committee might have to offer
would be readily considered. The Committee was encouraged by
this reply to point out that the first essential in such cases was the
withdrawal of the opposing forces to a certain distance from one
another in order to eliminate the risk of further collisions, and that,
in the experience of the Council, the most effective method of
bringing about this result was the despatch of a commission of military
officers to the spot. This suggestion was put forward on the 1st
October, but it was not until the 13th that the Chairman of the
Neutral Commission replied to it—and this in somewhat discouraging
terms. Mr. White reminded the Committee of Three that the Neutral
Commission had already proposed to the disputants that a neutral
military commission should supervise the establishment of a zone
between their forces. He explained that neither party had actually
1 The representatives of the Irish Free State, Spain, and Guatemala. Mr.
Sean Lester of the Irish Free State presided over the Committee until October
1933, when the Irish Free State ceased to be a member of the Council. Senor
Castillo Najera of Mexico then succeeded Mr. Lester as chairman. Gruatemala
ceased to be a member of the Council at the same time and was replaced on the
Committee by Czechoslovakia.

